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FRANKLY SPEAKING! 


June is here and that means the kids are out of 
school and field day is near. We'll shore up our 
plans at the meeting this month and I'll try to 
put together another Ham radio related internet 
presentation. 


We had a nice day out at Sonoma Skypark for 
their family open house day. We set up a few 
radios and Gordon brought mid portable 
doublet. It's nice the weather wasn't as hot as 
predicted. (See Dave’s picture from Lakeport.) 


Allan K6KLL has negotiated a nice deal on 
VOMARC hats and has a list for orders. 


See you all at the meeting. 


Until then, keep your amps tuned and your 
aerials resonant. 


—73, Frank KG6N 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, June 17, 2015, 7:30pm 
City of Sonoma EOC 


MINUTES MAY 20 


Meeting was called to order at 7:34ish PM by 
the honorable President, Frank Wiebusch, 
KG6N 


Members present at the meeting were: KD6FIL 
(Dave), KG6QNT (Eileen), KIEDHG (Rachel), 
N6KM (Ken), WD6BOR (Darrel), WB6TMH 
(Mike), KIGJNU (Moe), KA2QQ0O (Declan), 
KJ6QIQ (Scott), KEUUW, (Jim), N7PIB (San), 
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K6KLL (Alan), KG6N (Frank), W6DDU 
(Gordon), KB1BIX (Kim), KF6FZM (Dick). 


Minutes were approved for the April 15 
meeting as published in the newsletter. 


Report from officers: 


President: Thank you to everyone for making 
the Hamfest a success once again. It is great 
to get the ham community together. 


Vice President: Nothing to report. 


Treasurer: We have $5104.70 in the bank 
before paying a few hamfest bills, and again 
denied the Procurement Officer’s request to go 
on a shopping spree! 


Secretary: We need to get a letter off to the 
City of Sonoma requesting another free day for 
the hamfest. 


ACS: There was a unit leader meeting on May 
18. 


Website: Looks good, send updates to 
KD6FIL. 


Old Business 


Hamfest: Went great. See the newsletter for 
the complete report by WD6BOR. 


Mystery Box: The mystery box made its way 
back to the meeting. KD6FIL was the lucky 
winner of the Mystery box this month. 


Young Eagles: The Young Eagles Event on 
May 10 coincided with Mother’s Day. So in the 
interest of self preservation, we cancelled the 
event. Next month is Family Fun Day at the 
Sonoma Skypark on Saturday, June 13. 


VOMARC will be setting up a demonstration 
and may try and operate in the VHF Contest 
that day. 


New Business 


Convert VHS tapes to DVD: A motion was 
made seconded and approved to pay the cost 
of converting 3 club VHS tapes on to DVD 


N6P: The International Lighthouse and 
Lightship weekend is August 15 and 16 and 
VOMARC is planning a station at Point Reyes 
Lighthouse again. 


Field Day: Field Day is June 27 and 28. We 
will be setting up stations at the Sonoma 
Skypark again this year. KEJUUW and KG6N 
have volunteered the use of their tent trailers. 
We discussed the use of the 4 element 20 
meter mono band antenna. It was decided the 
thing is a monster and will be too difficult to 
mount on a temporary tower. 


Next Month’s Meeting Presentation: We 
need a presentation for next month. 


The meeting scribe decided it was time to 
leave and departed at 2015, before the 
meeting adjourned. So | have no idea how 


things ended. 


There were several radios and projects for 
show and tell. 


—Respectfully submitted by Dave KD6FIL 
FCC Eliminating 


Vanity Call Sign Fee 


The FCC is dropping the regulatory fee to 

apply for an Amateur Radio vanity call sign. 
The change will not go into effect, however, 
until required congressional notice has been 
given. This will take at least 90 days. As the 


this regulatory fee category." The current vanity 
call sign regulatory fee is $21.40, the highest in 
several years. The FCC reported there were 
11,500 "payment units" in FY 2014 and 
estimated that it would collect nearly $246,100. 
(from ARRL newsletter 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Nepal Now Has a Second 
Repeater in Operation 


A VHF repeater that had been held up in 
customs in Nepal during the response to the 
April 25 magnitude 7.8 earthquake has been 
installed at Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu. 
The new system will be put to use during the 
current earthquake recovery effort and will be 
available for any future emergencies. Initially 
disrupted by a magnitude 7.3 aftershock earlier 
this month, the installation was completed on 
May 20. It is Nepal's first VHF repeater (145.81 
in/145.21 out with 100 Hz tone). The country's 
only other repeater is a dual-band (VHF/UHF) 
machine. Ojha said the repeater, installed by 
Sanjeeb Panday, 9N1SP, and his students at 
Tribhuvan University, has been tested 
successfully from multiple locations in Nepal's 
capital city. 

(from ARRL newsletter) 


—Submitted by Jim KEBUUW 


Freaking Hot in Lakeport 


Commission explained in a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking, Report and Order, and Order (MD 
Docket 14-92 and others), released May 21, it's 
a matter of simple economics. 


"The Commission spends more resources on 
processing the regulatory fees and issuing 
refunds than the amount of the regulatory fee 
payment," the FCC said. "As our costs now 


ee Sat, June 13 
exceed the regulatory fee, we are eliminating 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VOMARC’s New Antenna 
—submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


“Yeah, it is Big!” 
—Anonymous 


“What could possibly go 
WRONG?” 


—Frank “The Tank” 


Glorious Meeting, 


Your Officers at Work 
—submitted by Dave KD6FIL 
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Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Frank Wiebusch KG6N — President 

Scott Wellington KJGQIQ —Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KIBJNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 


Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator, Training Officer, 
President Emeritus 


Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at the City of Sonoma Police Department 
EOC 175 1% St West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 
P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/9 Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


2015 ACS 2015 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Call 
JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE KG6N 
JULY JULY KI6JNU 
AUGUST AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP SEPTEMBER W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE THE JUNE 17, 7:30PM AT THE CITY OF SONOMA EOC, 175 157 
ST WEST, SONOMA 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 


VOMARC 2015 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1%‘ St West, CA 95476, or brought to the 
next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


